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Response to Amendment 

1 . This action is in response to the RCE received on Feb 28, 2006. 

2. Claims 7 and 13 previously cancelled by the Applicants. 

3. Claims 1-6, 8-12, and 14-21 are cancelled by the Applicants. 

4. New claims 22-38 are pending. 

5. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. 
Since this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, 
and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the 
previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.1 14. 
Applicant's submission filed on Feb 28, 2006 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicants presented no arguments therefore no response is given. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

7. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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8. Claim 22, 28 and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 22 recites the limitation "said remapped data" in line 11 of the claim. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claims 22, 28 and 33, the limitation, "can be" should be deleted it is 
unclear as to whether the remapped data is used by new version of control 
prog am. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

9. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

10. Claims 22-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
US Patent No. 5,787,288 to Nagata et al. (hereinafter, Nagata). 

Per claims 22, 33 and 34: 

- a storage unit that stores a control program (col. 2, lines 39-42 "memory 
may be operable to store an apparatus control program"); 
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- a receiver adapted to receive from a host computer a new version of the 
control program (col. 3, lines 13-16 "data received from a central station is 
a new program when a communication request signal is received from the 
central station."), and 

- new data mapping information associated with the new version of the 
control program (col. 7, lines 32-37 "...FIGS. 5A and 5B and 6, an 
apparatus control program renewal sequence according to a third 
embodiment of the invention is described. FIG. 5A is a block diagram 
depicting a circuit configuration for renewing the apparatus control program 
and FIG. 5B is a diagram showing a memory map of the ROM circuit 3"); 

- a rewriter adapted to rewrite said storage unit to update a current version 
of the control program to said new version of the control program (col. 2-3, 
lines 62-67 and 1-3 "central station being operable to transmit data 
concerning a new renewal program in addition to a new apparatus 
program... two rewritable memories may be made to store a transmitted 
new apparatus control program and a transmitted new renewal program 
one after another"); 

- a remapping portion that remaps data used by said current version of the 
control program based on said new data mapping information, so that said 
remapped data can be used by said new version of said control program 
(col. 7, lines 32-37 "...FIGS. 5A and 5B and 6, an apparatus control 
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program renewal sequence according to a third embodiment of the 
invention is described. FIG. 5A is a block diagram depicting a circuit 
configuration for renewing the apparatus control program and FIG. 5B is a 
diagram showing a memory map of the ROM circuit 3"); and 

- a controller for executing said new version of the control program stored in 
said storage unit (col. 8, lines 50-55 "once the facsimile machine 10 is 
restarted after renewing the apparatus control program, it executes its 
tasks under the new apparatus control program"); 

The limitation regarding the vending machine in the preamble is not given any 
patentable weight because the body of the claim does not recite any limitations 
related to the vending machine. 

Per claims 23 and 35: 

The rejection of claim 22 is incorporated, and further, Nagata discloses: 

- wherein the receiver is adapted to receive new attribute information for 
said new version of the control program (col. 2, lines 2-5 "judging whether 
data transmitted from the central station is a new program; and replacing a 
previously stored program with the new program, if a new program is 
transmitted"); and 
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- said rewriter includes a rewrite determinator adapted to determine, based 
on said new attribute information received from the host computer, whether 
or not to rewrite said storage unit to update a current version of the control 
program to said new version of the control program (col. 2, lines 2-5 
"judging whether data transmitted from the central station is a new 
program; and replacing a previously stored program with the new program, 
if a new program is transmitted"). 

Per claims 24 and 36: 

The rejection of claim 22 is incorporated, and further, Nagata discloses: 

- a rewriting portion that stores a rewrite program therein (col. 2, lines 39-42 
"memory may be operable to store an apparatus control program"), and 

- wherein said rewriter rewrites said storage unit to update a current version 
of the control program to said new version of the control program by 
executing said rewrite program (col. 8, lines 50-55 "once the facsimile 
machine 10 is restarted after renewing the apparatus control program, it 
executes its tasks under the new apparatus control program"). 

Per claims 25 and 37: 

The rejection of claim 22 is incorporated, and further, Nagata discloses: 
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- wherein said receiver is adapted to receive from the host computer a 
rewrite program with said new version of the control program (col. 3, lines 
13-16 "data received from a central station is a new program when a 
communication request signal is received from the central station."), and 

- said rewriter rewrites said storage unit to update a current version of the 
control program to said new version of the control program by executing 
said rewrite program received from the host computer (col. 2-3, lines 62-67 
and 1-3 "central station being operable to transmit data concerning a new 
renewal program in addition to a new apparatus program... two rewritable 
memories may be made to store a transmitted new apparatus control 
program and a transmitted new renewal program one after another"). 

Per claims 26 and 38: 

The rejection of claim 22 is incorporated, and further, Nagata discloses: 

- wherein said receiver is adapted to receive from the host computer a data 
remapping program for carrying out remapping of said data with said new 
version of the control program (col. 7, lines 32-37 "...FIGS. 5A and 5B and 
6, an apparatus control program renewal sequence according to a third 
embodiment of the invention is described. FIG. 5A is a block diagram 
depicting a circuit configuration for renewing the apparatus control program 
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and FIG. 5B is a diagram showing a memory map of the ROM circuit 3"), 
and 

- said rewriter performs data remapping by executing said received data 
remapping program (col. 7, lines 32-37 "...FIGS. 5A and 5B and 6, an 
apparatus control program renewal sequence according to a third 
embodiment of the invention is described. FIG. 5A is a block diagram 
depicting a circuit configuration for renewing the apparatus control program 
and FIG. 5B is a diagram showing a memory map of the ROM circuit 3"). 

Per claim 27: 

The rejection of claim 22 is incorporated, and further, Nagata discloses: 

- wherein said storage unit is a rewritable memory (col. 2, lines 59-60 "The 
two storage portions may be two rewritable memories respectively, the 
renewal program being written in a portion of one rewritable memory 
together with a write-inhibit code for inhibiting overwrite"). 

Claims 28-32 are the apparatus/device claim corresponding to method claims 
22-27 respectively, and rejected under the same rational set forth in connection 
with the rejection of claims 22-27 respectively, above. 
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Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Satish S. Rampuria whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-3732. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am 
to 5:00 pm Monday to Friday except every other Friday and federal holidays. 
Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to the TC 2100 Group receptionist: 571-272-2100. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Wei Y. Zhen can be reached on (571) 272-3708. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 



Satish S. Rampuria 

Patent Examiner/Software Engineer r 
Art Unit 2191 f\r ^ 
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